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August 31, 2005

MEMORANDUM

TO: Area Program/LME Directors

FROM:  Mike Moseley Ay 20—

RE: Reorganization of Whitaker School

I wanted to write and inform you of our plans for Whitaker School. As you know, Whitaker School
serves two distinct groups of clients; students with mental health issues and students with a dual
diagnosis of mental illness and mental retardation. Combining these two populations within the
same service environment can be extremely challenging for both staff and students. In an effort to
more adequately meet the needs of both groups of students and to provide better maintained
environments; we will be transferring 18 of the 36 current beds at the Whitaker School to create a
special adolescent MR/MI Unit within the Murdoch Center at Butner. The remaining 18 beds will
be relocated to improved space administered by John Umstead Hospital. All current Whitaker
School employees will be reassigned to either Murdoch Center or JUH. Both programs will
continue to provide services statewide.

Let me assure you that we are not closing the school but are making changes that will allow us to
more effectively provide for student needs in an improved physical environment. Ibelieve that
these moves will better provide the necessary specialized resources needed for the students at
Whitaker School and will improve their environment. This transition will be occurring over the
next few weeks and additional information will be forthcoming. Should you have any questions,
please feel free to contact Mr. Cliff Hood, Business Manager, John Umstead Hospital 919-575-7201
or Dr. Aleck Myers, Director of Murdoch Center at 919-575-1000.
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